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Recalling
90Years
of Eastern's
History
S aturday, September 7, 1895, was
a day of celebration for prominent
Charleston attorney H. A. Neal. At
2:45 that afternoon, months of work
and worry, of politicking and pleading
and cajoling and convincing had finally
paid off. An eleven man "Normal
Committee" chaired by Neal, had just
succeeded in securing Charleston as
the location of a new normal school
d esig ned to serve the citizens of some
forty counties in eastern I llinois.
The project had been authorized by
an act of the legislature on May 22,
1895, and the intervening four months
had been filled with intense and
sometimes unfriendly competition
between several towns in the area,
each vying for an unquestioned
economic and cultural plum. The
news of Charleston's ultimate victory
was succinctly sent home from Spr
ingfield, the site of the hearings to
determine the school's location. In a
telegram from committee member
G eorge "Jack" J effries, a Charleston
real estate dealer, the word came:
TO THE PEOPLE
OF CHARLESTON:

Charleston wins on the twelfth ballot.
Hard fought battle. Be home tonight.
Geo. H. Jeffries
Today, off L incoln Avenue near
where it intersects with S ixth Street,
one sees the reality of the dreams of
Neal, Jeffries and the others who
worked so hard so long ago. A broad
expanse of greensward sweeps off to
the south to be stopped abruptly by
the gray bulk of Eastern lllinois Univer
sity' s Livingston C. Lord Administra
tion Building. Towering castlelike over
the rest of the campus, the edifice is a
fitting symbol of those visions of nearly
ninety years past, imparting as it does
a sense of strength and solidity and
timelessness.
The place now occupied by that
building was, when Neal and his com;
mittee were waiting nervously In a
Springfield ante-room, a bucolic spot
of trees and grass and bushes known
as Bishop's Woods. The tract was
picked after two visits to the
Charleston area by members of the
Board of Trustees for the Eastern Il
linois Normal School, appointed by
Governor John Altgeld. Tales abound
about the selection process; about the
rivalry with Mattoon and Paris and
about how the school finally came to
be located In Charleston. The Trustees
made their final choice just two days
after awarding the school to
Charleston, on September 9. The
quietude of Bishop's Woods would
soon be forever gone.

Old Main: Towe ring castlelike over the rest of the campus, the edifice is a fit
ting symbol of those visions of nearly ninety years past, imparting as it does a
sense of strength and solidity and timelessness.

The cornerstone for Old Main, as it
is now known to thousands of
students and alumni, was laid some
eight months later, on May 27, 1896.
The cornerstone laying ceremony was
an elaborate affair, and the Charleston
Courier estimated that 15,000 people
were on hand for the occasion. A
parade - In which Governor Altgeld
and his party rode horseback speeches, bands and general festivities
marked the day.
Governor Altgeld was the principal
speaker and numerous other
dignitaries were In attendance. Accor
ding to Dr. Charles Coleman's
authoritative history of Eastern, Fifty
Years of Public Service, the cor
nerstone was laid at 4:28 p.m.
Papers, documents, and personal
cards (including one from the Gover
nor) were placed In the cornerstone
and the ceremony concluded.
Fireworks and a band concert, plann-

ed for later In the evening, were cut
short by a heavy rain which rode in
with a spate of bad weather that
brought a devastating tornado to St.
Louis, 130 miles to the southwest.
Construction then began In earnest
by the firm of Angus and Gindele,
which encountered financial problems
during a bank failure In the fall of
1896. Work stopped (the walls were
erected and the building nearly ready
to roof) until May of 1897, when It
went forth again under Charleston
contractor Arthur Briggs. Briggs
brought the project In at $84,776, or
more than a thousand dollars under
budget from the original bid by Angus
and Gindele of $86,000.
In a sense, construction has never
stopped, though It has slowed from
time to time. The first major building
to follow Old Main was Pemberton
Hall In 1909, named for lllinois
Senator Stanton Pemberton. The

structure was the first women's
residence hall on any state university
campus in lllinois. Pemberton was
followed by Blair Hall. the site of the
Normal School's Training School. In
the 87 years since th� first daub of
mortar was trawled onto an O ld Main
block, another 30 major buildings
have appeared across the campus.
The c ampus itself has grown from
the original forty acres in B ishop's
Woods to some 316 acres. The early
campus was designed by the weli
known landscaper architect, Walter
Burly Griffin, and much of his work
remains in the quad south of Old
Main.
But not only did the school grow
with bricks and mortar and sod .
Enrollments-from the first class in
1898-continued on an upward sw
ing. With only periodic and infrequent
declines, during World Wars I and II,
for example, Eastern's undergraduate
body grew steadily larger. By 1983 the
enrollment had reached 10,028-the
largest in the school's history. The
school's enrollment today alone is
nearly double that of Charleston when
the building of Old Main began.
Change came to Eastern over the
years as it does to all institutions, in
d eed to all of society. But the rate of
change was perhaps somewhat slowed
by the school's rural location and by
the fact that during its entire history it
has had only six presidents. Livingston
C . Lord from 1898- 1933; Robert G .
Bu zzard, 1933- 1956; Quincy V.
Doudna, 1956- 197 1 ; G ilbert C. Fite,
197 1 -76; Daniel E. Marvin, 19761983 ; and Stanley G . Rives, 1983 to
present.
In response to new demands and a
shift in role, Eastern lllinois State Nor
mal School successively became
Eastern lllinois State Teachers College
in 192 1 , Eastern State Teachers Col
lege in 194 7, and Eastern lllinois
U niversity in 1 957 . Degrees granted
also changed, and in 1922 the school
awarded the first of Its bachelor's
degrees. The master's degree was
presented for the first time in 1952,
and the Specialist in Education in
1966.
Like many universities similar to.
Eastern, it has moved far toward
becoming a liberal arts school, though
units such as the College of Education
and the College of Business continue
to enroll major parts of its
undergraduates. Through continual
planning, curriculum revision, new
course structuring and modernization
(for example, no longer teaching typ
ing on typewriters but Instead on the
keyboards of word processors) Eastern
has been able to remain a viable and
valuable Institution of higher learning,
serving a broad range of constituencies
throughout the state.
As the University fast approaches
the 90th anniversary of Its founding, It
has remained true to the advice
spoken by Governor Altgeld at that
cornerstone laying ceremony so long
ago: ". . .this Institution. . .will be
what you make It. If rightly managed,
It will make your section of the state
famous. With the hope and the belief
that th� university will shed luster over
our land through the centuries that are
to come, we dedicate It to posterity."
D CT
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"Only seven months into the $5 million Tenth
D ecade Campaign and significant progress is
already being reported," according to Chuck Ross,
the Director of Development for the EIU Founda
tion. "The gift total passed the first quarter of a
million benchmark in mid-May and that is a very
positive sign," said Ross.
Th� campaign is being projected to take 5 years
·to complete and will benefit eight major areas:
Scholarships and Awards, Faculty/Staff Develop
m ent, Academic Program Support, Capital Pro
jects,, E ndowed Professorships and Chairs, Student
Life Enrichment, Equipment, and Graduate
Fellowships.
"We are very pleased with the early response of
alumni and friends of the U niversity," said Ross.
"There is evidence that p eople a ssociated with
. Eastern und erstand that our ability to provide the
quality of educatio n that has become a tradition
h ere will take a concerted effort on the part of
many."
T elefunds conducted by the Colleges of Business
and Education this Spring were successful in raising
·a combined total of over $41 ,000. I n response to
the threat of less financial aid from the usual
federal sources, the Parents' Club Board of Direc
tors launched a fund drive to create an EIU
Parents' Club Scholarship Fund with a goal of
$ 1 00,000.
"We are seeing just the tip of the iceberg," con
cluded Ross. "People believe in what's happening
. at Eastern and will be willing to help as the
m essage gets out that their h elp is needed. "

Richardson Honored
by College of Business

Coyn Richardson, a 1957 graduate, is the 1985
recipient of the College of Business Distinguished
Alumnus Award .
The award has been presented annually for the
'past 16 y ears to a business major graduate who
has made significant accomplishments in business,
industry, education, or a profession. A portrait of
Richardson will be displayed in the College's "Hall
of Fame" in Blair Hall.
Richardson owns controlling interest in eight cen
. tral Illinois banks with assets of $150 million. The
banks, as a group, have consistently ranked among
the top performers in the state.
Prescription Learning, owned by Richardson, his
brother, Dr. Gail Richardson, and Thomas Faller
(both Eastern graduates) , provides educational ser
vices to school districts throughout the U nited
States. The company currently provides 1 , 017
learning laboratories to 188 school districts in 36
states. It is a recognized leader in the development
of reading and math software for mini-computers
and computerized criterion reference testing.
The Charleston native received all of his formal
education on the Eastern campus-from first grade
at the Laboratory School until graduation from
Eastern in 195 7 .

The Old Main Line is published quarterly by the
Office of Publications and is mailed to alumni,
parents of students, faculty and staff and friends
of the U niversity at no charge.
For change of address, please include the ad
dress label from the back page and send to Of
fice of Publications, Eastern Illinois U ni versity,
Old Main, Charleston, I llinois 6 1920. An ad
dress correction is requested.
Unless otherwise noted, articles h erein may be
reprinted without permission. Appropriate credit
would be appreciated.
Dr. Stanley R. Rives, President
Dr. Daniel Thornburgh, Director of U niversity
Relations
Charles Ross, Director of Development
Harry Read, Director of Publications
Charles Titus, Director of Alumni Services
Don Kojich, Managing Editor
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Mary Beth Marek, copy
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Dr. Dan Thornburgh, Director o f University Relations, and Dr. Verna Armstrong,
Vice President of Administration and Finance, entertain Rhea Delaney (back to
camera), 1923, and Opel Rippey, 1924, at an EIU alumni gathering in Springfield.

Happenings
Lord Scholars Named

The number of Livingston C. Lord
Scholarships-the most prestigious awarded by the
University-has been increased from two to six by
the EIU Foundation.
Dr. Stanley Rives, Eastern's president, said
growth of the Lord endowment in the Foundation
made possible the additional awards. The scholar
ships are the only ones announced at spring com
mencement and each is worth approximately
$2,500.
Recipients are:
Cathy Berns, Oconee; Rhonda L. Bigham, Du
Quoin; Carolyn Wilke, Belleville; and Lauri
DeRuiter, Susan P. Hankenson, and Ronda S.
Leathers, all of Charleston.
A recipient was selected from each of the six
undergraduate colleges.
Named in honor of Lord, president from 1898
until his death in 1933, the awards carry cash
stipends and medallions.

Radio/lV Center Granted Permit

Eastern has been granted a construction permit
by the Federal Communications Commission for
UHF Channel 51, which will be a non-commercial.
educational television station.
Channel 51 will have a broadcast range of ap
proximately 24 miles. The construction permit
represents the final distribution phase in the
development of the Radio & Television Center. ,.i.
cording to Director John Beabout. The Center was
started about four years ago.
Beabout said "everything is virtually in place. We
need only to purchase a transmitter and antenna.
and to install the master control room. Other
equipment and personnel are ready to go."
Beabout said the 15-foot antenna will be placed
on top of the broadcast tower erected in January
near the Buzzard Building.
The University has until Sept. 26, 1986 to put
the station on line. However, Beabout said the sta
tion is expected to become operational by Spring
1986. The call letters WEIU-TV have been re
quested for Channel 51.

A d1sp1ay honoring the works and accomplishments ot honorary degree recipient James 1-lexner was
ex
hibited in Booth Library.

12 New Scholarships Formed

The Eastern Illinois University Foundation has
established a broad range of scholarships since it
was founded in 1953. Those scholarships have
helped hundreds of young men and women with
the completion of their college studies.
Since 1984 the Foundation has added twelve
new scholarships or awards established especially
to aid Eastern students in their work at the
University. These scholarships and awards in
clude:
CALVIN COUNTRYMAN MEMORIAL
AWARD. Established in memory of Dr. Calvin

·

Countryman, a long time member of Eastern's
Art Department, the award recognizes a senior art
education major whose creative achievement is
laudable and who shows promise of becoming an
outstanding teacher.
WALTER H. AND DOROTHEA V.
MCDONALD SCHOLARSHIP. The scholarship

is named for Dr. Walter McDonald and his wife
Dorothea. It is presented annually to outstanding
juniors in the Earth Science program at Eastern.

Piper Named Outstanding
Home-Ee Alumnus

CYRIL D. REED MATHEMATICS SCHOLAR
From a home economics teacher in a small
Midwestern town to a uniformed full colonel in the SHIP. Established in memory of Cyril D. Reed,
an alumnus of the Class of 1929, the award is
U.S. Public Health Service, Eastern graduate
to a mathematic major at Eastern or to a
given
Geraldine Piper has had a career spanning almost
high school graduate who has expressed in
half a century. Her many accomplishments have
been recognized as she was chosen the recipient of writing an intent to enroll as a mathematics major
at EIU.
the 1985 Home Economics Outstanding Alumnus
Award from EIU.
HAL MIDDLESWORTH STUDENT PUBLICA
Piper, a native of St. Marie, Ill. , received a
. TIONS ALUMNI SCHOLARSHIP. The scholar
Bachelor of Education in Home Economics from
. ship was named in honor of Mr. Harold Mid
Eastern in 1938, and continued her education at
dlesworth, distinguished journalist and alumnus of
Iowa State College In Ames, Iowa, before becom
the Class of 1931. The scholarship is presented
ing a dietetic intern at King County Hospital In
to an Eastern student who intends to enter the
Seattle, Washington. She then completed her
journalism profession and who has been active
academic and field experience at the University of
for four semesters In student publications.
Tennessee and became a public health nutritionist
and a registered dietitian in 1947. Piper's exTHE RALPH W. WIDENER, JR. SCHOLARperience includes: work as a high school home
SHIP. The scholarship Is named in honor of
economics teacher in Paxton; services as an adRalph W. Widener, Jr. , alumnus of the Class of
minlstratlve and therapeutic dietitian at Ohio State
University; and appointment as director of nutrition 1948. The award Is presented each year to an
undergraduate speech communication major who
services at the Oklahoma State Department of
has demonstrated outstanding scholastic achieveHealth.
ment and gives promise for future success In the
She also worked for the U.S. Public Health Serspeech communication field.
. vice for 26 years, where she received the departI ment of_ Health, Education and Welfare's highest
THE WALTER AND LOIA STEPHENSON
I recognition: "The Distinguished Service Medal."
COLE SCHOLARSHIP FUND. The fund was
·

created in memory of Walter and Lola Stephen
son Cole. The scholarship is presented annually
to a graduate of the Marshall, Illinois High
School, based upon economic need, moral and
civic character, and academic achievement.

RUDOLPH D. ANFINSON SCHOLARSHIP.

The scholarship was named in honor of Dr.
Rudolph Anfinson, longtime teacher, ad
ministrator and Dean at Eastern. It is presented
each year to a junior, senior or graduate student
of outstanding character and scholastic achieve
ment whose actions bring credit upon EIU and its
students.
THE IVAN W. AND MABEL BLUM WEAVER
SCHOLARSHIP. The scholarship was establish

ed in honor of the Weaver family name. The
award is to recognize each year students at
Eastern from Charleston High School who have
excelled academically in science, math or accoun
tir:ig.

THE LOUISE MURRAY AWARD FOR
CHILDREN'S LITERATURE. The award was

established in memory of Dr. Louise Murray, pro
fessor of English at Eastern. It is presented an
nually to a student majoring in English, Junior
High Education, Elementary Education and/or
minoring in Creative Writing and who submits a
winning portfolio of original writing for children.

GLENN Q. LEFLER SCHOLARSHIP. Named

in honor of Dr. Glenn Q. Lefler, professor
emeritus of the Department of Physics, the
scholarship is given to an Eastern junior or senior
of outstanding scholarship and character whose
actions reflect with credit upon the University.
THE KENNElll E. AND DONELDA A.
DAMANN AQUATIC ECOLOGY AWARD.

Named for the late Kenneth E. Damann, former
professor of Botany, and his wife, the award Is
given annually to recognize superior research and
writing by undergraduate men and women study
ing freshwater biology and ecology.

THE ENVIRONMENTAL BIOLOGY AWARD.

Established to assist students studying en
vironmental biology, the award Is presented to a
junior or senior Environmental Biology major at
Eastern of outstanding character and academic
excellence.
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Eastern Folklore-Fact or Fiction1
Each college has Its stock of
legends and lore, of tales funny or
scary or sad: Eastern, of course, is no
exception, and stories of various kinds
have been around since even before
the towers of Old Main begain to rise
above the trees of Bishop's Woods.
Some of these involve the University,
Its buildings and others Its alumni.
The first account, which originated
even before the ground was broken
for Old Maln's construction, first ap
peared in an 1899 newspaper, the
Charleston Platndealer. It was re
counted nearly haH a century later in
Professor Charles Coleman's well
known account of Eastern's past,
Eastern Illinois State College: Fifty
Years of Public Service. Coleman, a

respected historian and the author of
several books, wrote the volume as
part of the school's Golden Anniver
sary celebration in 1948.

A frequently heard story in
Charleston concerning the selection of
the city as the location of the normal
school is that, when a sample of city
water was secured for testing, the
water was switched, unknown to the
representative of the Board of Trustees
who had secured it, and filtered water
substituted. The story is current in
various forms, but all probably stem
from the following account which ap
peared in the Charleston Plaindealer
at the time of the dedication of the
school in August 1899:

Testing the Waters
Many strange tales could be told of
the things done to land this big prize.
One will suffice. Speaking of our water
supply, and the chemical test that was
applied to it brings to mind the story
told by Dick Cadle [Proprietor of the
Charleston Hotel], and which Oliver
Gerard, then the bus driver [the bus
from the railroad station to the hotel],
vouches for. Trustee Walsh was a
committee of one to go from town to
town and get a sample bottle of water
which was to be tested by chemical
analysis.
.
One night while the summer's heat
and drought were at their worst, and
when no one suspected that he was
within a hundred miles of Charleston,
Walsh "rolled in" on the midnight Big
Four train from the west. Gerard knew
him by sight, and he knew that
mischief would be to pay if Walsh
discovered that our water supply was
low. For in addition to supplying our
own shops and mills, we were fur
nishing thousands of gallons daily to
Mattoon, Kansas, and other towns
besides street and yard sprinkling.
These latter uses had been curtailed,
however, and only certain hours were
given in which to use the
water- which limitations have since
been removed by the building of the
dam.
Gerard went over these things in his
mind as the "Bessie" rattled uptown,
and while Mr. Walsh was at the water
trough filling his bottle from the pipe
that conveys the Ambraw's crystal tide
to the city, Mine Host Cadle was
aroused and the situation explained to
him. Dick first hustled Mr. Walsh of/ to
bed. Then he sent Gerard down to
waken Jack Jeffries. Next the engineer
at the water works was telephoned to
give extra pressure. Quietly and
steadily the word was passed along
the line and when the early morning
came everyone was out sprinkling
street and lawn, and water flowed on
4
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every hand as though that "catfish
hole," as Peck used to call the classic
Ambraw, were 100 feet deep and a
mile wide.
When Trustee Walsh rose to take
the early east-bound train he was
greeted everywhere along the way to
the depot with people sprinkling, and
he left with a very profound regard for
Charleston's water supply.
Meantime, while thla good man
slept, Cadle had extracted his bottle
from his gripsack, and emptying the
"real stuff' from the Ambraw filled It
with the clear, sparkling fluid that is
always on tap at his filter In the hotel
of/ice. The sequel to this story ts that
on the very day that the location of
the Normal was decided, the St. Louis
chemist sent word that Charleston's
water was the best and purest of all.

The writer is not prepared to say
that the water substitution incident ac
tually occurred. Concerning the public
spirited Mr. Cadle of the Charleston
Hotel, it is interesting to note that the
Plaindealer for December 2i, 1894,
described him as "the cleverest man in
town, " who "always finds time to lend
a hand to every public enterprise that
comes along." If anyone did
perpetrate a trick of that sort, obvious
ly he was the man to do it.

Pem Hall Mystery
Another legend, which has haunted
the residents of Eastern's lovely old
Pemberton Hall for almost seven
decades is the so called "Pemberton
Hall Ghost Story." The account below
was written by alumnus Ed Cobau, '78
and appeared in the Spring, 1977
issue of the Eastern Alumnus
magazine when Cobau was a student
writer for that publication.

Some call it "The House That Lord
Built; " others refer to it as "Pem Hall; "
and yet still others say it's "The Place
That Has The Ghost, " and that may
be the strangest reference to Pember
ton Hall yet.
Snugly situated on the north
western corner of campus near Old
Main, the 68-year-old dormitory has a
unique and mysterious legend that
surrounds the building like the ivy that
entwines its castle-like walls.
The legend is that of an unknown
coed, an early Pemberton resident
who was allegedly murdered on the
upper floor of the building by an in
sane janitor who wielded an axe.
The gruesome murder, according to
the tale, took place on the dormitory's
fourth floor, which is now locked and
off limits to students. The coed who
was supposedly murdered was one of
several residents who remained on
campus during a spring break in the
early 20's. The maid's quarters on the
floor were opened early to facilitate
the janitor's cleaning work, thus ex
plaining his access to the floor.
Some residents have described the
unknown coed as a "lonely,
withdrawn" person, whereas the
janitor remains non-descript except for
the fact that he was mentally derang
ed.
The story describes how the girl
was chased down the hall from a
piano lounge half alive, to her dorm
room, where she frantically clawed at
the door seeking assistance from her
roommate.
Her roommate, terribly frightened,
was reluctant to render any help. The
bleeding and unrecognized coed then
fell in a pool of blood In the hallway

outside the door, where she was not
found until the next morning by her
roommate.
Although there are no records or
any evidence indicating any murder,
the story is regularly passed down
from upperclassmen to freshmen, con
stantly changing in tone and detail
each time it is told.
But the question still remains for
some: Is the story of the murder and
the ghost really true?

Believe It or Not
Doris Enochs, longtime Pemberton
Hall counselor, agreed with the idea
that the story holds no water.
"Of course the story is not true, "
she said, "but the upperclassmen keep
it as a tradition to pass on to the in
coming freshmen.
Everyone who tells it adds more
and more to it, and it gets out of line
each time it is told. Occasionally you'll
find an underclassman who is gullible
enough to believe it, but on the
whole, most take the story in keeping
in line with the tradition."
Enochs added that the ghost stories
are kept alive by a plaque in the hall
lobby comemorating Mary Hawkins, a
Pemberton dorm counselor from 1910
to 1917.
"Quite a few things" are attributed
to Mary Hawkins, Enochs said, since
Hawkins was the first counselor in the
dorm and since many students like to
refer back to that period because it
was "a long time ago."
But there are still others who claim
that the "murder" and the "ghost" are
true.
One resident tells of hearing the
faint sounds of a piano on the fourth
floor one night. The piano is housed
in a room where the coed was sup
posedly playing music before the
murder occurred.
Most Pemites aren't quite sure of

the existence of a piano on the fourth
floor but for the sake of the legend the
chance that there is one still remains,
since few students have ever seen the
fourth floor.
Another resident tells of seeing a
'
"ghostly figure" exit through the
hallway doors into a stairwell, only to
find that the "figure" disappeared after
she had followed it to the end of the
hallway.
Additional rumors of blood-stained
floors, scratched doors and more lock
ed rooms add to the mystery of the
tale as well as to the building itself.
The fourth floor has two white
doors with opaque windows that are
kept firmly shut by a brass lock, thus
preventing entrance and perpetuating
the story of the murder and the ghost.
The fact that the floor contains only
old storage bins that house obsolete
equipment, along with musty furniture
and assorted belongings, has done
nothing to undermine the legend.
Constructed in 1909, Pemberton
Hall is the oldest dormitory in the
state, in addition to being one of the
oldest buildings on campus.
Perhaps the story adds to the
popularity of the dorm and gives
Pemberton Hall a uniqueness that no
other building on campus has, and to
a certain extent, this is true. After all,
what other building at Eastern can lay
stake to the story of a ghost?
But for whatever reasons the story is
told, the legend and mystery that sur
rounds it will probably remain unex
plained through many more genera
tions of Pemberton residents. The tale,
in each varying version, collects more
moss as it is passed on.
So how to explain those faint foot
falls in the night or the desperate scrat
ching of clawing fingernails, or the
white, ghostly, slip of a girl who
wanders the halls while strange piano
music floats on the air? Oh, wen,
that's just the stuff of ghost stories.
Isn't it? D

"Big Daddy" Returns to EIU

Ives, Flexner Receive Honorary Degrees
him Dr. Lord as a special mark of
respect, although he held no earn
ed doctorate") as an archetype of a
gentleman and educator.
He recalled Seymour as the man
. who encouraged him to listen to
operatic recordings In his home.
Miss Booth, he said, "helped open
the world of books through a library
usage course." Koch "encouraged
me to pursue music" and Dr. Lantz
was "a fine gentleman and coach."
Ives, accompanied by his wife,
Dorothy, spent three days In
Charleston. Activities included a
public discussion about arts educa
tion and answers to questions asked
by older members of his 200person audience; press con
ferences; taping radio public service
announcements; taping an inter
view with the Information Office;
attending a reception at Rives'
home and holding a reception for

Big Daddy came back to Eastern
to receive an honorary Doctor of
Humane Letters degree at spring
commencement on May 11.
Among Burl Ives' most famous
roles, on Broadway and then on
the screen, was the tyrannical Big
Daddy in Cat on a Hot nn Roof. "
Ives, an internationally-known
entertainer in virtually all forms, at
tended Eastern from 1927 to 1930.
In accepting his degree from Presi
dent Stanley Rives, Ives recalled his
days on campus as pleasant ones.
He cited the following faculty
members as persons he particularly
admired: Ptesident Livingston C.
Lord, Or. Glenn Seymour, Miss
Josephine Booth, Professor
Freiderich Koch, who wrote the
music for the Alma Mater; and
Coach Charles P. Lantz. Ives was
an outstanding lineman on the Pan
ther football team of that era.
Jves described Lord ("I called

friends and relatives from the
Newton and Charleston area.
A native of Jasper County, Ives
emerged in the 1930s as a man
described by Carl Sandburg as "the
mightiest ballad singer of this or any
other century." He has since had a
distinguished career In concerts,
movies, radio, television and the
stage.
..Amertca•s troubadour" has

sung at command performances In
London, at a private audience In
Israel before Golda Meir, and seven
concerts with the Israel Symphony
Orchestra.
After an appearance at London's
Royal Festival Hall, a critic called
him "the magic balladeer. . .his
voice has perfect pitch - it is pure
and gentle as a lark's."
Ives earned an Oscar for Best
Supporting Actor in United Artists'
The Big Country. He starred with

Paul Newman and Elizabeth Taylor
in Cat on a Hot Tin Roof.
Eastern awarded In absentia the
same degree to James T. Flexner,
historian. Flexner, a magna cum
laude graduate of Harvard Universi
ty, Is the author of eighteen books
of biography, history and American
painting. His four volume George
Washington was awarded a special
Pulitzer Prize. The work was the
basis for the CBS miniseries of the
same name.
Considered one of of the na
tion's leading authorities on
America's first president, Flexner
was advised by his physician not to
make the trip to Charleston from
New York. A past president of the
Organization of American
Historians, he has received two
Guggenheim Fellowships and is a
member of the American Academy
Institute of Arts and Letters. 0 HR

F rom the P resident's Desk

Dorothy Ives looks on as her husband Burl explains what it was like attending
Eastern during the Livingston C. Lord era.

Ives Reflects on Easte rn
Burl Ives put to rest a couple of

legends surrounding his student
days at Eastern: (1) he didn't walk
out of an English class to start his
"Wayfaring Stranger" singing career
and (2) he never climbed the ivy on
Pem Hall to reach a certain room.
About the latter-he said the ivy
wouldn't have held a 210-pound
football player and "if I had tried
that, I would have been drawn,
quartered and hanged."
About the former-Burl's grades
began slipping after his freshman
year and he was called into Liv
ingston C. Lord's office. As Burl
recalled Lord's words: "Mr. Ives,
you have too restless a spirit to ever
become an educator. I suggest you
look around a little."
Burl decided to take the presi
dent's advice and, as they say, the
rest is history.
Ives said, "I took a bit of literary
license in a book once when I said I
left an English class to start roam
ing. . .although I do believe the
idea came during an English class
about Beowulf."

.

..

During his visit, Ives placed a red
peariy on the Mound Cemetery

.

(Charleston) grave of Lord. He clip
ped the flower from a bush near
the Livingston C. Lord Administra
tion Building.
•

•

In a conversation, Ives mention
ed that he hadn't read-and didn't
intend to-Gore Vidal's fictionalized

Lincoln.

"Damnit," said Ives, "I wish peo
ple would quit whittlin' away at my
heroes-and Lincoln is one of
them."
Ives remembers Lord's famous
daily chapel services including
Mozart by a string quartet and
Lord's lesson from the King James
Bible.
•

Dorothy Ives is a charming lady
who worked with University officials
in allocating time in the tr�mendous
demands for various appearances
by Burl. Everything that could be
done in three days was done. Burl
and Dorothy reside in California, In
a house built by Amy DuPont.
Burl, who will soon by 76, walk
ed with the faculty procession from
Lantz Gym to the Library Quad
graduation site. 0 HR

The wisest and best investment
a society can make toward its con
tinued viability is an investment in
the development of its human
resources through education. The
most precious asset or natural
resource of any society is well
educated people.
No society can
prevail-economically or
politically-unless it is willing to
make a significant commitment to
the education of its young people.
This nation has always understood
these simple concepts. That is why
free public education was a first
priority of the founders of this
country; that is why we have, as
our resources allowed, extended
compulsory education from
elementary through secondary
education, and that is why we
created universities to provide
teachers for the common schools
and to promote agricultural and
industrial development through in. struction, research, and service.
Simply put, education is a fun
damental part of the infrastructure
of a progressive society.
By definintion, "infrastructure"
is that permanent foundation of
essential elements of structure or
system without which it cannot
function effectively and efficiently.
Thus raw materials, an energy
source, skilled people, and
transportation are essential
elements of an economic in
frastructure. This focus, however,
is on only the "skilled people" or
education part of the infrastructure
equation.
Economic development hinges
upon educated citizens. The
message of the National Commis
sion on Excellence in Education
calls for improving education in
the common schools and in our
colleges and universities as a
means of maintaining and increas
ing the competitive edge of this
nation. Of all the actions launched
a� a reaction to Sputnik, the one
most revealing of our national
character was a commitment to
revitalize public education. Repair
of our economic Infrastructure
now requires that we better

Stanley 1<1ves

prepare our young people to com
pete more effectively in an in
creasing competitive world.
The Commission's report, A
Nation at Risk, goes beyond
coupling at the nation's economic
and educational competence-it
also couples our nation's educa
tional and political competence.
The commission report states:
"The people of the U.S. need to
know that individuals in our socie
ty who do not possess the level of
skills, literacy, and training essen
tial to the new era will be effec
tively disenfranchised, not simply
from the material rewards that ac
company competent performance,
but also from the chance to par
ticipate fully in our national life."
Thomas Jefferson said it better:
"I know no safe depository of the
ultimate powers of the society but
the people themselves; and if we
think them not enlightened
enough to exercise their control
with a wholesome discretion, the
remedy Is not to take it from them
but to inform their discretion."
While a good education is im
portant to the individual, a good
(continued on page 6)
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Roberts Named to Head
10th Decade Campaign
An Illinois newspaper executive

has been named national chairman
of the Tenth Decade Campaign of
Eastern to raise $5 million In five
years.
·Appointment of Jim Roberts,
publisher of the Corn Belt Press, a
12-paper chain, was recommended
by Dr. Stanley Rives, Eastern's
president, and approved by the EIU
Foundation's fiscal agent.

.J

Roberts, a 1946 graduate, is the
immediate past president of the Na
tional Newspaper Association
(NNA) . He is a recipient of the
Distinguished Alumnus Award of
Eastern.
Rives said: "I am certain that Mr.
Roberts will provide outstanding
leadership in the first University
wide, profes5ionally-organized fund
raising campaign Eastern has
undertaken.
"His experience in administration
and organization is broad and will
be useful in the task ahead.
"His loyalty to Eastern is beyond
question and we are pleased that
he has accepted this responsibility."
In accepting the appointment,
Roberts said: "It is an honor and a
challenge. To be successful, the
campaign will require dedication
and very hard work by a large
number of Eastern's friends. If they
are as proud of Eastern as I am, we
will succeed."
As president of the NNA, Roberts
presided over a 5, 200-member
organization, the largest newspaper
trade association in the world.
Members range from the New York
Times and Washington Post to.
some of the nation's smallest
weeklies numbering circulation in
the hundreds.

Ji� Roberts
In 1977 he was named Editor of
the Year by the Illinois Press
Association (IPA) and was president
of the IPA in 1980. He was editor
of the Eastern News for three years,
the longest tenure of one editor in
the paper's history.

In originally announcing the cam
paign, Rives said that private sup
port was needed to assure "con
tinued excellence in the quality of
Eastern's service to the people of Il
linois."
Daniel E. Thornburgh, University
Relations director, said the cam
paign will focus fundraising efforts
on eight priorities: scholarship and
awards, faculty/staff development,
academic program support, capital
projects, endowed professorships
and chairs, student life enrichment,
equipment, and graduate
fellowships. D HR

President's Column Continued From Page 5
educational system Is essential to na- .
tional political as well as economic
viability. The best educational system
in the world for our children and their
children may be an "impossible
dream," but so at one time were
automobiles, television, aircraft, and
computers.
Two-thirds of Eastern Illinois Univer
sity students (6,869 out of 10, 481, or
- 65.5 percent) receive some form of
financial aid from the University, the
State of Illinois or the federal govern
ment. The average annual family in
come of our ISSC (Illinois State
Scholarship Commission) applicants is
$21,400, and 2,800 or 26 percent of
our students receive some form of
federal financial assistance, most of the
Pell Grants, NOS loans, and College
Work-Study assignments. It Is very
clear that, even with our relatively low
costs, many of our students would not
be able to obtain their college educa
tions without financial assistance.
Eastern takes the position that provi
sion of adequate student financial aid
should be the highest priority In
reauthorization of the Higher Educa
tion Act. Our position Is that, If this
nation can afford no other form of

6
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financial support of higher education
than adequate assistance to students
who must have that aid to obtain a
college education, then let reauthoriza
tion focus on that issue alone. This na
tion can and should do better in sup
port of other programs contained in
the Higher Education Act, but nothing
is more important than direct
assistance to students.
Eastern is an institutional member
of the American Association of State
Colleges and Universities (AASCU) .
The presidents of all Illinois AASCU
institutions meet monthly. The primary
conclusions of our AASCU groups are
that increased attention should be
given to grants to avoid over-reliance
on loans, that attention should be
given to indexing Pell Grants to the
higher education price index to avoid
further decline In the percentage of
total costs covered by those grants,
and that among the student assistance
programs the highest priorities are Pell
and SEOG grants and College Work
Study programs. If indexing taxes and
defense expenditures Is a good idea,
so Is indexing student assistance
grants. D SR

College of Arts & Sciences
Meets Student Needs
Twenty-five percent of Eastern's
majors belong to a unique and diverse
college on campus-the College of
Arts and Sciences.
"Actually, this college should be
called a liberal arts college," said Jon
M. Laible, Dean of the College of Arts
and Sciences. "We c_over humanities,
social sciences, and math and
sciences. This is unique for one col
lege to cover so many areas·."
The College, which encompasses 17
out of 35 departments, is so diverse,
in"fact, that half of Eastern's students
are occupying seats in arts and
sciences classes.
Aside from arts and sciences majors,
minors and other students connected
with these classes, fiv2 study commit
tees also fall under the umbrella of this
college: pre-engineering, afro
american, health professions, en
vironmental biology and pre-legal
studies.
Economics is the fastest growing
major in the past four years. The
number of undergraduate majors in
economics has increased from 63
students in 1981 to 159 in 1984.
The second strongest area of growth
is speech-communications-which has
had an increase of 90 students during
the past four years. This increase is
primarily in the area of mass com
munication. Laible pointed out,
however, that "this increase is at the
expense of speech communication
teacher certification."
Other majors which are growing are
political science, journalism, math for
teacher certication, speech pathology
and zoology.
Interdisciplinary minors are also
popular. Public relations-a minor
which combines journalism, speech,
business and two English minors-is
one of the most demanding and diver
sified on campus.
A small but strong program Eastern
offers is the historical administration
program. "The program is for people
who would like to work in
government-type places such as state
parks and museums," stated Laible. "It
is only one out of three or four in the
country of its type. . .it has a very
good reputation.
"Programs such as philosophy and
foreign languages tend to be on a
decline. However, these programs will
be retained...they are essential for a
university and are used mainly by
students for single courses rather than
for majors."
Next fall the College of Arts and
Sciences will undergo some changes.
They will include the addition of a
math diagnostic center, a new master's
program for speech pathology and
audiology and a classroom of word
processors for the English department.
The math diagnostic center designed to help students who are
deficient in math skills - is based on
the premise that the college "should
not ignore the needs of students."
Basically the program will run on
a "diagnosis and prescription" method.
After required math placement exams
are given to new Eastern students, the
students will be assigned to the center
if It Is found that they are deficient in
math. Certain assignments and ac
tivities will be made available to in
dividuals who are found to need help.
If the situation Is bad enough, Lake
Land College Instructors will be
available to teach a developmental
mathematics course on Eastern's cam
pus. This program has been speclfical-

ly designed for Eastern students.
Right now the college is orienting its
speech pathology and audiology pro
gram toward "producing" speech pro
fessors for public schools. Hopefully
this will soon change, noted Laible.
A new master's program in this area
will provide courses for those students
who are interested in medical-based
programs. At this time the college
does not offer such courses in this
area which has lately "attracted in
creased attention" from many
students.
The installation of word processors
in a non-mathematical environment is
just Eastern's first step preceding a
series of others.
"Although we are following rather
than leading (as far as computers go) ,"
said Laible, "we're at least moving."
He added that hopefully the next
step would be to provide word pro
cessors for a lab course which would
supplement English 1001 and 1002
(basic English courses) . Computers
would be used to help students com
pose and organize written material
"without the aggravation" of doing the
same by handwriting the material.
Perhaps in the future, microcomputers
could also be used in other humanities
classes such as music and art.
Since Laible came to Eastern in
1964, the University has "tripled in
size." Along with that increase comes
a change in students's attitudes, he
noted.
'There was not any interest in voca
tion in the late 1960s and early
1970s," said Laible. "However,
students are now serious about their
work.
"Most arts and sciences graduates
are able to find work in what they are
interested in."
He went on to say that contrary to
the myth that "liberal arts students
don't get jobs," quite the opposite is
actually true.
Whether these students are arts and
sciences majors, minors, or just
students in an arts and sciences class,
they can "pick up a variety of skills . .
.they are learning how to learn, learn
ing how to communicate. These skills
will help them to perform well in
whatever they do. " D MBM

Two receive
faculty awards
Distinguished faculty awards
for 1985 went to Dr. Donald F.
Tingley, Professor of History, and
Dr. Eugene B. Krehbiel, Professor
of Zoology.
Dr. Krehbiel's award was
presented posthumously. He died
on the same day he was selected
for the honor. At the spring com
mencement ceremony, President
Stanley Rives said:
"The Selection Committee
believes, and I most deeply con
cur, that no higher tribute can be
paid to the memory of this
outstanding teacher than to make
the award posthumously."
Mrs. Helen Krehbiel requested
that the cash stipend accompany
ing the award be made payable to
the EIU Foundation for the
Eugene B. Krehbiel Scholarship.
·

The Distinguished Faculty

Award was established jointly by
the University and the Faculty
Senate through the Foundation.
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Footbal l T earn P repares for Season

"Eastern Airlines" Ready to Take Off

Just a couple of months from now,
the crisp fall afternoons will be filled
with footballs flying through the air.
Pigskins have been part of the Eastern
Illinois regimen since 1899 when Otis
Caldwell fielded a squad. The 86th
EIU edition may promise to be the
most exciting to date .
If you like offense - I don't mean 20
points-but 30-40 points a game,
O'Brien Field will be the place to come
this fall. The "Eastern Airlines" attack
averaged 29 . 6 points a game ( 14th in
Division I-AA) with an inexperienced ,
unknown quarterback calling the
signals. The leader is a year wiser and
his "support" crew has learned the ins
and outs of getting "off the ground . "
Junior quarterback Sean Payton
pilots the Eastern Airlines onslaught.
The quick-footed Naperville , Ill. native
shattered nine EIU records en route to
being named the Mid-Continent Con
ference Offensive Player-of-the-Year.
Payton directed the No. 2 passing
team (370 . 1 yards per game) in Divi
sion I-AA while leading Eastern to a 6�
5 record . He saved his best for last in
a Parent's Weekend win over Western
Kentucky. Payton threw for 461 yards
and five TDs in a 50- 19 routing of the
Hilltoppers.
"Sean has a knack for leadership
that seems to generate offensive drives

Quarterback Sean Payton surveys the Western Kentucky defense en route
to EIU's 50-19 win.

late in the game," explained third-year
coach Al Molde. "He puts in a lot of
time off the field to prepare for every
game. Sean doesn't get rattled in dif
ficult situations and reacts well under
pressure . I'm looking for him to have
a fine season."
Classmate Roy Banks will be
Eastern's home run threat again this
season. The Detroit, Mich. product
caught 69 passes for 1269 yards and a
school record 17 touchdowns. He was
fourth in the nation in scoring (9. 3

points a game) and ninth i n receiving.
His 17 scoring receptions was second
best in the country. Banks and Payton
were accorded honorable mention All
American (AP) laurels along with first
team All-Mid-Continent Conference
honors.
All-league lineman Tom Moskal will
lead the defense. He led the team in
sacks in 1 984 with 10 while also
registering 95 total tackles. Eight of the
1 1 defensive players who lined up for
the first snap in the season finale

1 1 1111 111 11 1 11 11
3 221 1 1 3 1 53 9 1 20

against Western Kentucky will be back
for EIU this season .
"We are confident we are going to
be an improved team because we will
have more depth and experience,"
stated Molde. "Roy Banks gives us
one of the finest receivers in Division
I-AA. Pro scouts are already talking
about him and he has two more years
left. Our offensive and defensive linECf:
must improve . . . l'm sure they will with
some more experience ."
Eastern's home schedule opens up
Saturday, Sept. 14 when the Panthers
take on arch-rival Indiana State in the
Hall of Fame game. The Sycamores
were 9-3 a year ago and ranked No. 1
in the nation most of the season. EIU
dropped a 24- 1 7 decision to Indiana
State in 1984. Other home games in
clude: Saginaw Valley (Sept. 21) , Il
linois State (Oct. 12, Homecoming) ,
Southwest Missouri (Oct. 19) , Western
Illinois (Oct. 26) and Northern
Michigan (Nov. 2, Parent's Weekend) .
The crew has been set for the 1985
version of Eastern Airlines. Boarding
passes are being given out for people
to jump on the band-wagon for a sixth
consecutive Mid-Continent crown and
possibly an invitation to the NCAA
playoffs . With Payton, Banks, Moskal,
Molde and Co. , the "sky's the limit."
D DK

Panther T earns Wrap Up Strong Sp ring Season
The Eastern Illinois baseball team
won the Mid-Continent Conference
Gray Division and hosted the league
playoffs. The Panthers finished the
season with a 33- 14- 1 mark and plac
ed second in the conference tourna
ment. Five members of the starting
unit hit over . 300 for the year with
senior Monty Aldrich leading the
parade at .396 . Leftfielder Tim Parker
hit . 378 while junior catcher Tim Tor
ricelli hit . 360. The team set a school
record for defense with a . 958 percen
tage . Eastern's 33 wins was the third
highest in school history .
The Lady Panthers softball squad
finished the season with a 25-22- 1
mark and seventh place in the
Gateway Conference tournament.

Two members of the team- freshman
rightfielder Angel Lendvay and senior
DH Shelly Eddington-received all
conference honors. Lendvay was
among the Gateway leaders in hitting
with a . 327 average while Eddington
was at . 305 . Freshman Zatn Mogill
was the squad's top pitcher with a 1410- 1 record and an ERA of 0 . 5 7 ; she
also had eight shutouts.
Behind the performances of sprinter
Claude Magee and weightman Jim
Lail, EIU won the Mid-Continent Con
ference track championships held at
Charleston . Magee won the meet's
Outstanding Athlete Award as he set
three meet records in individual events
and was a member of two point
getting relays. "Claude is one of a

kind, " lauded EIU head coach Neil
Moore. "He's the most versatile
athlete we've ever had here . What he
accomplished in this meet was the
most outstanding individual
performance- bar none-that I've
seen in the 15 years I've been
associated with EIU track . " Lail placed
in four events and won the discus with
a personal best of 1 79- 1 . Junior Larry
Priebe won the javelin with a con
ference record of 208-8 .
Eastern's women's track squad
placed sixth in the Gateway Con
ference's championship at Bloom
ington. Throwers Valeta Strickland
and Deb Zubik finished second and
third in the shot put. Freshman
Lauren Lynch was third in the 800

meter run at the league meet.
The Lady Panthers tennis team
was 3-9 in dual meets while placing
1 0th in the league tournament. With
six of her top seven players returning,
coach Gail Richard's team has a lot
of optimism. Junior Sally Stout (No.
4 singles) advanced to the league's
consolation finals along with No. 1
doubles team Lauri Lehman and
Diana Durkee. Senior Gina Andres
finished the year with an 8-4 record to
lead the team .
The Eastern Illinois men's tennis
team finished third at the Mid
Continent Conference championships.
Eric Laffey led the 1 1-8 Panthers with
a second-place finish at No. 3 singles.
D DK.

Since 1953

EIU Foundation Helps Develop University Facilities

For thirty-two years. the Eastern Il
linois University Foundation has car
ried out the purposes for which it was
founded in the spring of 1953 .
Beginning with the assets of the Liv
ingston C. Lord Memorial Scholarship
Fund totalling approximately $8,000,
which were transferred from Eastern
Alumni Association, the assets of the
EIU Foundation have grown to a cur
rent value of over $2 . 1 million .
The main purpose of the Founda
tion is stated as follows: "to assist in
developing and increasing the facilities
of Eastern Illinois University for
broader educational opportunities for
and service to its students and alumni
and to the citizens of the State of Il
linois, by encouraging gifts of money,
property, works of art, historical
papers and documents, museum
specimens and other material having
educational, artistic or historical value,
and by such other proper means as
may seem advisable."
A temporary Board of Directors

selected to form the Foundation in
cluded Lewis S. Linder ' 1 1 , A . L .
Richie '09, Esther McCrory ' 10 , Ruby
Harris ' 12, Harold Marker '34 and
Stanley Elam '38. Ex-officio members
of the founding Board included Lewis
Walker of Gilman, then President of
the Eastern Alumni Association, and
R . G . Buzzard, the second President of
Eastern .
H . Ogden Brainard '25, Charleston
attorney, applied for the State Charter
and has remained through the years a
vital and vigorous part of the Founda
tion Board of Directors. He 'is
recognized as the driving force that
enabled the establishing of the Foun
dation and for the firm ground on
which it stands today.
The EIU Foundation has a member
ship of 100 Individuals who are
elected for five-year terms (20 elected
each year at the Annual Meeting of
the Foundation) . A nine-member
Board of Directors elected by the

Foundation membership carry out the
affairs of the organization.
The current President is Marjorie
Tefft Hutton '48, while Mary Ann

Dunn Uphoff '74 is Vice President.
Dr. Dan Thornburgh, Director of
University Relations, serves as Fiscal
Agent. 0 CR

Letters to the Editor

Parent Com ments

Dear Editor:
It seems fitting at this time to let
you know that, as parents, we
were happy to get our copy of
your recent issue of The Old Main
Line.
Sometimes our children go off
to college, leaving us with a feel
ing of isolation from their campus
doings, etc. However, when our
copy came with Its in-depth ar
ticles on certain professors or
sports happenings, etc . , It makes
us parents, once again� feel part
of our children's life once again.
Keep it corning.

Mrs. William Marek
Elmhurst, Illinois

Job Wel l Done
Dear Editor:
My congratulations on the first
Issue of Eastern's The Old Main
Line.
The layout and design was very
well done. I found the contents to
be very readable.
I am looking forward to your
next Issu e. Keep up the good
work.

Maurice c. Libbey
Charleston, IHlnots
Old Main Line
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Former Eastern Illinois Uni versity student Burl Ives addressed the 1985 graduating class after receiving an honorary
Doctor of Humane letters degree from EIU. The internationally reknowned entertainer attended Eastern from 192730 before embarking upon his career in the arts. He reflects upon his days in Charleston on page 5.
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